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Classic Roots
Celebrating Connecticut Design Icons



A WINNING 
COMBINATION BY DAVID MASELLO  

PHOTOGRAPHY BY JANE BEILES

FIRST-RATE TEAMWORK 
BETWEEN ARCHITECT, 

INTERIOR DESIGNER AND 
HOMEOWNERS  

MAKES THIS MAJOR  
RENOVATION A BREEZE

S
O DEDICATED WERE CHELSEA AND JUD 
Staniar to the renovation of their Darien house that their 
twelve-year-old son showered in an upstairs bathroom as a 
snowstorm blew in through the tarp covering a nonexistent 
window. “My son said to me that morning, ‘Mom, I think 
I’m the only kid at school who took an outdoor shower in 

the snow,’” recalls Chelsea. “We were hoping to live in the house through 
the renovation, since we conceived of it as a gentle process. We were so 
impressed with the work architect Matt Dougherty and interior designer 
Robin Pegue-Shinnick were doing that we just kept going. Eventually, we 
moved out for about four months.” 

The Staniars had already been living in Darien for nine years when they 
discovered this home for sale on their favorite street. Although the residence 
was, as Dougherty characterizes it, “a dated, typical 1980s spec house,” the 
couple recognized its potential even from the curb. Pegue-Shinnick says: 
“They said to me, ‘We know that this is our house—all you need to do now 
is to make it beautiful.’” 

What the homeowners and Dougherty had first called “the ham-and-
cheese house,” for its original garish yellow trim and way-too-bright red 
brickwork, has been transformed into a classic home with a gracious entry 
porch, gabled roofs and custom-designed multipaned windows. “There is not 
a space we didn’t touch or freshen up in some way,” says the architect. 

Inside, Dougherty added decorative paneling to the walls to create imme-
diate visual interest, particularly along the main stairway. He replaced all 
doors and hardware, rebuilt mantels, and designed a “floating” stone fireplace 
in the living room. “Everything was made more contemporary in feel to 
match the taste of the homeowners,” notes Dougherty. 

A Whole New Look Prior to its renovation by New Canaan–based architect 
Matthew Dougherty, a residence in Darien (TOP) had a red and yellow color 
scheme. Although the essential footprint of the house remained the same, the 
newly redefined exterior (LEFT) has custom-designed windows, a columned 
porch and gabled elements. See Resources.
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Inside Job (THIS PHOTO) 
A Mitchell Gold + Bob 

Williams sectional sofa in 
the living room provides 

spacious and versatile seat-
ing. Other elements include 

a pair of Knoll Platner chairs 
and a coffee table from 

Bunglaow positioned on a 
Stark area rug. Benjamin 

Moore’s Elmira White 
allows decorative elements 

and artworks to stand 
out. Pleasing Greeting 

(RIGHT) Architect Matthew 
Dougherty enhanced the 
home’s entry foyer with a 
paneled staircase, edged 

with decorative mold-
ing. Entry table is from 

Bungalow. See Resources.

The house 
has been transformed 

into a classic home 
with a gracious entry 

porch, gabled roofs and 
custom windows 
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Dine-In Delights The 
richly molded walls of 

the dining room (OPPOSITE 
PAGE) are complemented 

by a Selva table and 
chairs. A lighting fixture 
from RH hangs above. 
The homeowners’ chil-
dren have many meals 

at the custom-designed 
kitchen island (RIGHT), 
where counter chairs 
from Parc Monceau 

sport a Sunbrella fabric. 
Cabinets and walls wear 
Benjamin Moore’s Cloud 

White. Polished nickel 
lighting fixtures are from 

RH. See Resources.



Master Class In the master suite, an RH bed (ABOVE) is clad in linens from the 
Linen Shop; chest is from Parc Monceau; lamp is from Bungalow. The light-filled 
master bathroom (BELOW), painted in Benjamin Moore’s Cloud White, features 
Waterworks fixtures and wall sconces. See Resources.

Many Shades Of Gray Phillip Jeffries’s Mystic Weave wall covering was used in a 
downstairs powder room. Its textural effects are complemented by Benjamin  
Moore’s Rockport Gray. A pair of Waterworks sconces frame the expansive mirror, 
which reflects a Dandelion chandelier from Remains Lighting. Casual Corner The 
family room pairs wooden stools from Bungalow with a tailored Baker Hudson sofa.  
A Barbara Barry ottoman doubles as a surface for cocktails and for additional seating. 
See Resources.

Chelsea and Pegue-Shinnick stuck to a neutral palette throughout, mostly 
whites, tans and grays. “I knew Chelsea would be collecting lots of things 
in her lifetime,” notes the designer. “Color would be introduced by what she 
collected.” Chelsea adds: “I have two darling boys and they bring all of the 
life to the house. But when we walk into the house, it immediately feels rest-
ful and calming.”

When the couple decided to “get more elbow room,” as Jud puts it, they 
also wanted to start fresh with the furnishings. “Because Matt was so confi-
dent about what needed to be done architecture wise, we felt confident about 
how to furnish the rooms,” says Jud. Apart from two existing wing chairs, 
the couple worked with Pegue-Shinnick to repopulate every room. “We 
chose classic pieces from Knoll,” says Chelsea, “and lots of textured Phillip 
Jeffries wall coverings.” 

Although the interior and exterior work is long completed, Chelsea con-
tinues to reminisce about the process that some people might find daunting, 
even defeating. “Every morning, I’d wake up and drive to Dunkin’ Donuts to 
get coffee and treats,” she says, “and the whole team would be together to dis-
cuss what was to be done that day. It was such a happy, positive experience.” 

Adds Jud, “Matt and Robin and the builders and carpenters would really 
hear what we had to say, then expand on it, improve it, alter the direction 
slightly to make it all work.” Designer Pegue-Shinnick concurs: “The best 
design projects are always collaborative ones.” ✹
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