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“I don’t want anyone to go into any one of my client’s homes 
and say, ‘Laura Tutun decorated this house,’” says the de-
signer (of the same name). “For me, the ultimate compli-

ment is when someone goes into one of the houses that I’ve worked 
on and says to the homeowner, ‘This feels like you. Have you had 
any help?’” 

For Tutun, each project is about creating a personal space that 
truly reflects the people who live in the home. “It’s not about my life, 

b y  A N N  K A I S E R   p h o t o g r a p h s  J A N E  B E I L E S

BLUE PERIOD
Designer Laura Tutun helps a family from New York City settle into life in Connecticut.

Tutun layered shades of 
blue in the family room: 
The two-tone sectional 
is a custom piece, as is 
the patterned rug. The 

ottomans are upholstered 
in a Holly Hunt fabric.
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it’s about their life,” says the designer. So, although the 
owners of this 1901 Victorian home, Karen and Charlie 
Shaffer, liked her classic-but-modern aesthetic, they also 
knew she’d tailor her design to how they live. The couple 
had lived in New York City for almost twenty years, but 
with three active kids ages twelve to fourteen—and all the 
sports equipment that comes with them—it was time for 
a lighter look in a more open, spacious home.

To make sure every project is unique, Tutun spends 

a huge amount of time researching new materials, artists 
and resources—and as a result, has never repeated a fabric 
or wallpaper in the eleven years she’s been in business. 
But there’s another sure-fire way to make sure every home 
is unique and special: go custom. And that is just what 
she did for this family of five. 

As a mother of teens herself (not to mention hav-
ing grown up as one of six siblings), Tutun is realistic 
about the need for durable designs. “I have three kids, so 
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right: The seating area of 
the kitchen features  

a custom banquette, and 
custom table with white 
lacquer top and stainless 

steel base. The woven 
leather pillows are  

from LanceWovens.  
opposite:  The family 
 room walls feature a  

navy seagrass from  
Phillip Jeffries. 

I always have a very practical approach to it,” says the 
designer—but, of course, she also understands the desire 
for a great-looking home. “You have to be able to be com-
fortable in your house, but we all still want things to look 
beautiful. So I’m always sort of dancing that fine line.”

On this project, the jumping-off point was blue—a big 
change from the red that dominated the family’s city apart-
ment. Using navy was a natural choice, since it tends to 
be more livable with kids, but Tutun also mixed in other 

shades of peacock and turquoise. The family’s apartment 
in the city was much smaller than their new Connecticut 
digs, so they needed a lot of new furniture—giving Tutun 
the chance to create at least a few made-to-measure pieces 
for almost every room.

“Personally, it’s more fun for me to design a piece and 
see it come to fruition,” she says. It also requires more 
work, but Tutun is always on the lookout for new work-
rooms and artisans at the top of their game to help her 



this page:  

Tutun created a custom floor 
design in the mudroom with 

tile; The living room features a 
custom branch mural; Tutun 
designed the powder room  

vanity, and FORM fabricated 
it. The pendant light is  
from Circa. opposite:  

Tutun had pieces from the  
family’s New York apartment 
reupholstered for the living 

room, including a Holly Hunt 
sofa. Lamps from  
Arteriors and a  

Holly Hunt chandelier  
illuminate the space.
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“You have to be able to be COMFORTABLE in your house, but 
we all still want things to look BEAUTIFUL.”  

—LAURA TUTUN



The dining room sparkles 
with a custom chandelier 

and Niermann Weeks 
sconces. opposite:  

In the office, a custom-
designed sofa is upholstered 

in velvet with leather  
piping. The millwork  
was done by FORM.
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create one-of-a-kind pieces for clients. 
Everything fits just right in this house: In the not-so-

large family room, where every inch counted, a custom 
sectional was the only way to maximize comfort with 
the perfect size, depth, and back height. Tutun had it 
upholstered in a navy blue velvet and Perennials outdoor 
fabric to make it more durable. To address the larger din-
ing room table, Tutun had four additional dining chairs 
made to match the six the family brought from the city. 
The kitchen table is another made-to-measure piece, as is 
the Karl Springer-inspired white linen wrapped desk and 
headboard in the master bedroom. “There is no wasted 
space,” says Karen, who was used to making the most 

of every nook and cranny in their New York apartment.
Sometimes, though, the choice to go custom was more 

about form than function. In the upstairs homework/
playroom, the round walnut table with stainless steel base 
gives the room a high-quality feel. The custom Lucite ot-
toman with perforated orange leather hide is another hit 
of cool. Though the desk and bookcase were also made 
for the space, the patterned Kartell chairs and Mitchell 
Gold + Bob Williams sofa add just as much personality. 
“It’s about just creating that uniqueness,” says Tutun. 

The few pieces the family did bring from the city are 
Holly Hunt, and were upholstered for the living room, 
which also features a hand-painted silk paper wall treat-
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A Celerie Kemble for Schumacher  
grasscloth is a playful addition to the  
laundry room. The fun continues in  

the kids’ homework area, with a colorful 
striped rug and patterned Kartell chairs. 
opposite: Tutun painted the walls in the 
boys’ room Benjamin Moore’s “Ladybug 

Red” and gave the formerly brown bunk 
beds a coat of white high-gloss paint.
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ment of a long arching silver branch. The family’s new 
dining room in Greenwich needed a much larger light fix-
ture to match the grander scale, so the New York dining 
room fixture sparkles in the living room instead.

But it’s not just the furniture that was considered. The 
bar area in the family room has a great mix of finishes and 
textures that together make it one-of-a-kind. The custom 
limestone mantles, a mirrored backsplash, cerused wood, 
and Holland & Sherry metal wallpaper all make for an 
impactful space. Floors do not escape Tutun’s attention—
or customization—either. “If I have one signature, it’s a 
dark floor with a high-gloss sheen,” says the designer. 
Tutun lauds them for making everything above them pop. 
In the very large dining room, she chose to stencil a pat-
tern (inspired by a pattern on a tile) instead of going for 
a custom rug (it’s also more durable with kids and dogs 
and shoes in mind). The mudroom floor was created us-
ing different types of porcelain tile.

With durable, beautiful pieces made just for this house, 
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To create a soft palette in the girl’s room, 
Tutun used a Quadrille fabric for the 
shades and upholstered the walls in a  

Phillip Jeffries grasscloth. A cozy  
cream-colored shag rug and a Jonathan 

Adler desk are at once youthful and stylish.

“It’s not about my life,  
it’s about THEIR LIFE.”  

—LAURA T.
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The master bedroom and 
bath are quiet and relaxed. 

A custom bed and  
headboard, plus a Julian 

Chichester bench and  
Madegoods end table create 

a serene vibe. opposite:  

An Arteriors mirror  
hangs above a curved  

Barbara Barry  
dressing table.

this project is truly about the family. “It all works so beautifully, and 
it’s totally livable,” says Karen. “Everything just flows.” Like a design 
fairy godmother, Tutun worked her magic, leaving a home that cap-
tured the essence of the family who lives there—and maybe left just a 
hint of her own classic, enduring aesthetic.

RESOURCES

Laura Tutun, Laura Tutun Interiors, Rye, NY, 914-772-3614, 

lauratutuninteriors.com

Contractor, Colin Christensen, CBC Construction Corp, 914-325-6337, 

cbcconstructionny.com

Kitchen/Office built-ins, John A. Leontiou, FORM LTD Kitchens and Bath 

Design, Greenwich, 203-869-6880, formlimited.com

“It ALL WORKS so beautifully, and 
it’s totally LIVABLE.”  

—KAREN SHAFFER




